Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger
State Capitol
Sacramento, CA 95814

Dear Governor Schwarzenegger,
Please sign SB 670 to protect California's fisheries, an urgency measure overwhelmingly receiving bipartisan approval by both the Assembly (63 to 11) and Senate (28 to 7). You, as Governor, have consistently sought bipartisan actions by the Legislature; your signature on this measure would, therefore, be consistent with your position on bipartisan actions. 

SB 670 would impose a temporary moratorium on the destructive practice of motorized suction gold dredge mining until an environmental impact report (EIR) assessing the practice's impacts is completed by the Department of Fish and Game (DFG), and new regulations are operative based on that assessment. 

By temporarily halting this destructive mining practice, this measure will actually save DFG at least $1.26 million annually. This is the amount of money the department has to annually spend to issue permits and regulate this activity in excess of the permit fees it collects. People who pan for gold and otherwise don't use mechanized suction dredging equipment don't need DFG permits and are unaffected by SB 670. 

DFG has acknowledged in sworn statements that motorized suction dredge mining is harming the spawning success of several fish species, including the Coho salmon, which is on the brink of extinction. Yet DFG has refused to stop or even limit this recreation activity until new regulations are adopted. At a minimum it will take the department two more years of study before the CEQA review is completed and rules can be updated to protect fish. That's two more years of status quo dredging while endangered salmon populations continue to dwindle. 

Last year, all salmon fishing was closed along the coast of California. The crisis is so dire that the ban has been imposed again for 2009. This is affecting the livelihoods of thousands of commercial, recreational and tribal fishermen, fish processors and charter boat operators, creating large economic impacts to the entire California coast. It simply doesn't make sense to jeopardize an entire fishery, and to ask fishermen to halt while allowing status quo for a hobby, especially when permit fees don't cover DFG's costs, and this hobby is known to cause harm. While admittedly the temporary moratorium will adversely impact a few small businesses that market suction dredging equipment and associated accessories, on balance this minor impact pales against the massive adverse economic impact to the commercial fishery that is caused, at least in part, by a hobby practiced by a relatively small number of citizens.

For all these reasons, I urge you to sign SB 670 into law.

Sincerely,
